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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice 1 under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's Application filed on November 26, 2002 has been reviewed. 

2. Claims 1-21 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Cochran 
U.S. Patent No. 5,995,979. 

As to claim 1, Cochran teaches the invention substantially as claimed, comprising 
a database for storing parameter value data [storing parameters "Start of Travel": 

January-March, April- June, July-October, October-December... in "Travel search database", 211 

of fig. 3b]; and 
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a web-based interface [button "search", 500 of fig. 3b] for accessing the stored parameter 
value data and configured to automatically provide modification to the parameter value data [fig. 
4a-5f; col. 8, lines 2-34, 54-65]. 

Cochran does not explicitly teach providing notification of modification to the parameter 
value data. However, this feature is obvious in the system. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at the time of the invention to add this feature to the 
system that enables the users can see choices in multiple lists before deciding which search term 
from which list best meets their interest. 

As to claim 2, Cochran teaches the invention substantially as claimed. Cochran further 
teaches that the database is configured to store modified parameter value data [col. 8, lines 45- 
53]. 

As to claim 3, Cochran teaches the invention substantially as claimed. Cochran further 
teaches a second database for storing finalized parameter value data [col. 6, lines 40-52]. 

As to claim 4, Cochran teaches the invention substantially as claimed. Cochran further 
teaches a conversion component for converting the parameter value data between a format for 
storing in the database and a format for access using the web-based interface [ab]. 

As to claim 5, Cochran teaches the invention substantially as claimed, with the exception 
of parameter values for a boiling water reactor power plant cycle. However, this is a matter of a 
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design choice. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at 
the time of the invention to add this feature to the system in order to allow for capacity to access 
data for different plans. 

As to claim 6, Cochran teaches the invention substantially as claimed, with the exception 
of email notification. However, this feature is well known and well-applied in many operations 
of the computer system such as auto-replies in Microsoft Outlook of Window NT, Customer 
Receipt/Purchase Confirmation emails when shopping in Internet. . .etc. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at the time of the invention to add this 
feature to the system in order to reduce time and errors. 

As to claim 8, Cochran teaches the invention substantially as claimed. Cochran further 
teaches providing different levels of user access to the parameter value data [col. 3, lines 17-24; 
col. 12, lines 17-24]. 

As to claim 14, Cochran teaches the invention substantially as claimed. Cochran further 
teaches that parameter values are configured as a parameter list displayed as part of a spreadsheet 
for access by a user [fig. 4]. 

As to claims 7, 9-13, 15-21, all limitations of these claims have been addressed in the 
analysis above, and these claims are rejected on that basis. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Pardo, whose telephone number is 571-272-4082. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici, can be reached at 571-272-4083. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are as follows: (703) 872-9306 (Official Communication) 

and/or: 

571-273-4082 (Use this Fax#, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "Draft" communication. Examiner may request that a formal/amendment 
be faxed directly to then on occasions). 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 



(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
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Or: 

(703) 308-5359, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 




TKUYN.PARDO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



